CHAPTER XI

MEASURES OF SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC  AMELIORATION

Problems of Cultivators and Harwahas

We have come to the end of our survey. Let us take stock
of the situation. In the course of the preceding chapters we
have seen that the vast majority of the depressed class people
are desperately poor. They do not get enough even to satisfy
their minimum physiological requirements.

Most of the holdings of tenants are undersized. Only in
inhospitable tracts are their holdings fairly big. Here Nature
takes its toll. The recurrent ravages of drought and flood take
away almost completely the advantages of bigger holdings and
the tenants are no better off than those with undersized hold-
ings in more favourable areas. Where Nature is more kind,
social and economic causes operate to the disadvantage of these
people. We have seen that the rent actually paid by them is
much more than the rent they are officially supposed to pay.
Begar and other economic disabilities have also to be reckoned
with in understanding their unsatisfactory economic position.
Often they are prevented from sowing, irrigating, or reaping
their crops in time. It has also to be borne in mind that the
majority of these people are immersed in debt and that the
Zamindar is in most cases the creditor. Incidentally, this is one
of the reasons explaining the existence in the countryside of
begar, harwahi, and low wages. Other important causes that
explain their poverty are absence of any subsidiary occupation
save that of agricultural labour, low wages and enforced idle-
ness during a considerable part of the year. These three causes
affect alike the tenants and the labourers. In addition to these
there are the problems of farzi khudkasht. It has been explain-
ed elsewhere that there are large areas under cultivation of
regular tenants which the Zamindars have managed to get en-
tered in Government records as khudkasht land.

ffie position of harwahas has been discussed fully in the
preceding chapters but it is so important that no apology is